Newsletter 2015
For Nepal, 2015 has been dominated by the awful earthquake of 25 April, the reconstruction efforts and
other political problems.
The earthquake and CPS
Julia, Karen and Jan arrived in Kathmandu on the evening of Friday 24 April for their annual trustee visit
and as always took all the children and staff (33 in all) out for the traditional picnic on the Saturday, this
time to Nagarkot about 32 km east of Kathmandu up in the foothills. When the earthquake (7.9) struck
around midday they were walking up a forest path towards the Nagarkot tower, a local landmark. The
ground started swaying, and then the rumbling and shaking begin, building up gradually. It was
immediately apparent what was happening so everyone sat down on the path to wait it out, keeping as
calm as possible. How fortunate to be out of the city in an open space with no buildings around. After a
stressful return to Kathmandu and immense relief to find the orphanage houses were largely
undamaged, dealing with the after-effects began.
Immediate grassroots relief post-earthquake
The CPS team of Bharat and Anjana (the manager and his wife) plus the older boys Pawan, Arjun and
Basanta, delivered basic supplies to those in need in the surrounding areas. Other local people provided
the transport free of charge – a community worked together to help their neighbours. In all they assisted
over 300 families.

CPS lived in a tent in the garden for 6 weeks as the aftershocks made it too scary to be inside the houses.

On Sunday 27th April Julia, Karen and Jan were evacuated to the British Army Ghurka camp in
Kathmandu for 3 days and then flew home.
Huge thanks to all of you who made contact to check that CPS and Jan, Julia and Karen were OK and who
gave so generously.

Kathmandu now
The situation in Kathmandu post earthquake is difficult with political problems and the fuel crisis in
particular making daily life a struggle. Vehicle drivers are having to queue for 3 to 4 days to fill up and
there are massive lines outside the petrol stations. Cooking and heating gas is extremely difficult to
obtain, prices have doubled and the reconstruction effort has ground to a halt. The Nepali people are a
resilient and resourceful bunch and as always confront these problems with a smile on their faces!

The children

Back row: Neha (16),Pushpa (15), Kabita (15), Manisha (16)
Sujata (19) Suntali (13)
Middle row:Asmita (11), Rekha (10), Sangita (10)

Back row: Chandra (13), Ram (16), Bishnu (13), Niranjan (old boy)
(22), Arjun (18), Jan, Basanta (17), Manish (12), Laxman (16)
Front row: Suraj (11), Mohan (9), Manish (11), Gore (9), Abison

Front row: Prativa (8), Manita (6), Sangita (7)

(Bharat’s son), Unik (6)

Newcomer:
The newest member of the CPS family is Unik (aged 6), who was brought to
CPS by the authorities in early November. His mother died and his father has
severe alcohol problems and was not caring for Unik. In addition to these
issues, their house was damaged in the earthquake. Thankfully neighbours
reported the mistreatment to the authorities and Unik is very happy to be at
CPS – he has settled in beautifully and is a real cutie!

Original:
One of our original boys, Niranjan with his wife Suneeta. Niranjan (22) has a
full-time job in marketing and has almost completed his degree studies.

The Team
House 1
We extend huge thanks as usual to our manager Bharat and his wife Anjana for all
their hard work and dedication.

Sudeep works in House 1 part-time assisting the children in preparing for school,
supervising homework and generally helping Bharat with the running of the house.
Sudeep combines this role with studying for a Masters degree in business.

House 1 didis Suneeta and Saraswoti

House 2

Original boy Pawan is managing House 2
very successfully in addition to studying
for a degree in business.

Mina – House 2 part-time didi.

The Houses
House 1
It was a huge relief to find that both orphanage houses survived the earthquake virtually unscathed, and
therefore when the landlord of House 1 requested that our tenancy be terminated immediately several
weeks later, it was a big shock. The landlord had been renting a house which had been damaged and the
homes of various members of his wider family were uninhabitable, so he wanted to move back in with
them. Bharat managed to negotiate a 12 month period in which to find another house. This process
proved very difficult as CPS was looking for a large property to accommodate 25, so many properties had
been damaged and the shortage of stock meant that rents were sky-high. The STOP PRESS news is that
Bharat has just agreed a 5 year lease on a large enough house at a rent which is more but reasonable.
The move will take place in mid January. We are all very relieved!

Our new House 1

House 2
House 2 has developed into a study house for our 7 older boys (all now teenagers).

Laxman, Manish, Basanta, Ram,
Pawan, Chandra, Arjun.

Bishnu has just moved in
too as he is now 13.

Yearly inspection
The Central Child Welfare Board has just completed its yearly inspection and were so impressed with the
running of the orphanage that they wish to use CPS as an exemplar and have other managers visit to see
how it should be done! Congratulations to Bharat, our manager, and his team!

New bursary project
We are in the planning stages of implementing a new bursary programme to be aimed at local children
aged around 7 to 8 of single parents who are living in poverty and therefore not attending school. Such a
bursary would provide the payment of school fees, admission and exam fees, books and copy books and
uniform and shoes – costing around £210 per year. The child will continue to live with his/her parent or
family member.
Bharat will oversee the selection and administration of the scheme, ensuring regular attendance and
checking on progress.

Our first bursary child, Prassana aged 7, has just started school.
Her mother is very young and her father has deserted the family,
who are living in poverty. Prassana has never attended school
before and is very happy to be given this opportunity.

We are planning to roll this programme out to more children once the House 1 move has taken place in
mid January. Bharat has already identified a further 4 candidates and we hope to have them in school
very soon!

Next visit
Julia, Karen and Jan will be visiting CPS from 28 April to 8 May 2016 and are very excited at the prospect
of seeing all the wonderful children and staff, visiting the new House 1 and meeting the bursary children.

Jan’s visit - November
Jan and the children had a fun-packed week with a day out to the Kathmandu Fun Park, a pizza evening,
cinema (the oldest boys and Bharat went to see Spectre – yes, it was showing in Kathmandu but no, they
had never heard of James Bond!), shopping with the older girls for a UK style picnic (they had never been
in a supermarket before!), and lots of dancing, singing and chocolate! Jan’s visit was self-funded as usual.

Finance and donors
Where Your Money Goes (approx costs with varying exchange rate)
House 1
Rent and tax
Utilities
Water
Salaries
Food to feed 22

£230 per month
£ 26 per month
£ 28 per month
£260 per month
£398 per month

Household misc
£36 per month
Manager’s room £28 per month
Gen maintenance £16 per month
Internet and library £15 per month
Motorbike
£10 per month

House 2
Rent
Utilities
Water
Salaries
Food to feed 9
Household misc

Children expenses
School Fees
Exercise books/text books/stationary
School Uniform & shoes
Admission and exam fees
College fees and expenses (Arjun and Basanta)

£130 per month
£15 per month
£7 per month
£85 per month
£100 per month (bulk
food in House 1 budget)
£12 per month

£132 per child per year
£30 per child per year
£30 per child per year
£35 per child per year
£70 per month for both boys

The cost of sponsoring a child can be broken down as follows:Share of living expenses: £32 per month
School fees, books etc: £19 per month

The total cost is approximately £51per month
Donations
Please make cheques payable to: CPS Orphanage.
If you would like to contribute via Standing Order, please email us at: karen@cpsnepal.co.uk
Alternatively:
Please visit our ‘Virgin Money Giving’ account to make donations on line.
Just go to www.virginmoneygiving.com and type in CPS Orphanage which will take you to our donating
page.
Royal Parks half marathon fundraiser - We will be fielding a team of 5 runners for the Royal Parks half
marathon in October 2016. If you fancy a challenge and are willing to pledge to fundraise at least £250 for
the orphanage, book your place for £50 and get training!

A BIGThank You to


Bharat and his wife Anjana for their continued dedication, love and care of the children.



Pawan, Sudeep and the rest of our wonderful staff.



Those who give regularly via monthly standing order, virginmoneygiving and one off cash
donations, providing the backbone of our fundraising. We are eternally grateful for your
support.



All those who gave so generously after the earthquake.



The amazing organisers of fundraising events.



Everyone who has raised money through sponsorship by pushing themselves to the limit
physically – we are totally in awe of you!

CPS is 100% reliant on donations so without you, our wonderful
supporters, none of this would be possible!
We are all so grateful.
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